
ABSENT FRIENDS

There is no piano or guitar part to this,  deliberately.  They can get the drinks 
in.

There are a few things to bear in mind in playing this arrangement.

The most obvious problem area is the 7/8 time signature in the second bar.
This should not be a big problem for most of the saxes who are playing 7 
even quavers (half-notes) which is just a continuation of the 6 in the first bar.  
It is more likely to be a concern for the trombones who have to come in on 
the 6th quaver.  If you can get them to count each quaver (half-note) - 1,2 3, 
4, 5, (6, 7)  they can do it easily.  To conduct it, beat either a small bar of 4 
and then 3, or the opposite way around.  You can then revert to the normal 
3/4 conducting which will indicate to the drummer, bass player, trumpet 
players etc. where the first beat of the 3/4 lies for bar 3 and onwards.

The piece should gradually emerge very smoothly.  So please do not 
emphasise the first beat of the bar.  This is one number in which conducting 
is really useful as the drummer should stir with his brushes and not dictate 
where the beats fall.

In bar 47 the tempo resumes on beat 2 after a pause on beat 1.  This will 
enable you to conduct a whole bar in if you start at the same time as you cut 
the band off from the pause note.

The other thing to watch is that the lead instruments are not overpowered by 
the others which is easy to do as the harmony is above the lead instruments 
a lot of the time.  If this is happens,  the trumpets should use mutes or play 
into their stands.
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1st Alto

† H H H{¡
G ‹3

ABSENT FRIENDS

G H H
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

G ‹ Ü G H H G ‹ G Ü H H

H H H H H H 11 G ‹ G H H

G ‹ Ü G H H G ‹ G Ü H H

ÚH H ÚH H H H ÚH H H H ÚH H
19

Ü H{ … † † † … H
r H H

lead

¢
G H G ‹ † † Ü H

no-lead

H Ü H H

H H H H H H H H H{ … … H{ G
27

G H H

G ‹ Ü G H H G ‹ G H H

Ü H H H H H H H H H Hr … G ‹
35

G ‹

Gê ‹ G ‹ † G¬ † G

† G G Hr … † G G ÚH H
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H † †
Tempoú G ÜH

Absent Friends p.2
1st Alto

HêŒ ÜG G H{ …° † G G ‹

Hê H{ … † ‡ ‹ ‡ ‹
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2nd Alto

H H H H H H ÚHr
ABSENT FRIENDS

H H H H ÚH H3 G ÚH
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

Hê H ÚH H H H ÞH H Ü H H H H G ‹ H H H H H H

H H H H H H H H H H H H
11 H H G G ÚH

Hê H ÚH H H H ÞH H Ü H H H H G ‹ H H H H ÜH H

Þ ÚH H ÚH H H H ÚH H ÚH H ÚH H
19

Ü H{ … † † † … ÞH
r H H¢

G H G ‹ † † Ü H H Ü H H

H H H H H H H H H{ … … H{ H H ÚH H
27

G ÚH

Hê H ÚH H H H ÞH H Ü H H H H G ‹ H H H H H H

ÚH H H H Ü ÞH H ÚH H H Hr … G ‹
35

H ÚH H

Hê H H ÚH H H † G¬
† G

† G G Hr … † G G ‹
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H † †Tempoú ÜG ÜH
Absent Friends p.2

2nd Alto

HêŒ G G H{ …°
† G ÜG ‹

H Hr … † ‡ ‹ ‡ ‹
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1st Tenor

ÚH H H H H H Hr
ABSENT FRIENDS

Þ ÚH H H H H H3 Þ ÞH H Ü H H H
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

ÞH H ÚH H H H Ü H H H H H H ÞH H H H H H H H H H H H

ÞH H H H ÜH H ÞH H ÜH H ÞH H 11ÚH H H H H H H H ÞH H ÜHÞ

ÞH H ÚH H H H ÜH H H H H H ÞH H H H H H H H H H H H

ÚH H Þ ÚH H H H Þ ÚH H H H H H
19

Ú H ÞH H H ÚH H H H¢
ÞG H H … Ü Hr Ü ÜH H G ÜH Ü G H

G H H ÜHù H H{ … … ÚH{ H H ÞH H
27

ÞH H ÜH H H

ÞH H ÚH H H H ÜH H H H H H ÞH H H H H H H H H H H H

H H H H ÜH H G Hr … G ‹
35

H ÞH H

Hê H H G ‹ † G
¬

† ÚG

† ÚG G Hr … † G G ‹
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1st Tenor

HêŒ ÜG Ü G H{ …°
† G G ‹

H H{ … † ‡ ‹ ‡ ‹
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2nd Tenor

† Ú ÞH H H H Hr¡

ABSENT FRIENDS

H H ÞH H H H
3

ÚH H Þ ÚH H H H

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

ÞG ‹ G H H H ÚH H ÚH H G ‹

H ‹ Hr H H H H H
11

H ‹ ÞHr H H H H ÜH H ÜH HÜ

G ‹ G H H H ÚH H ÚH H G H H

ÚH H ÚH H ÞH H ÚH H H H H H
19Ú H ÞH H H ÚH H H H¢

ÞG H H … Ü Hr Ü ÜH HÜ G ÜH Ü G H

G H H ÜHù H H{ … … H
rÞH H H H

27

ÚH H Þ ÚH H H H

ÞG ‹ G H H H ÚH H ÚH H G H H

G H H ÜG Hr … G ‹
35

ÜG ‹

G ‹ Ü G ‹ † Ü ”H H H H¬
† ” ÜH H H H

† ÜG ÞG H H † G G ‹
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2nd Tenor

HêŒ ÚG ÚG H{ …°
† ÞG G ‹Ü

H Hr … † ‡ ‹ ‡ ‹
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Baritone

† † † H{¡
G H H3

ABSENT FRIENDS

G Hr …
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

G H H G Hr … G H H ÜG H{ …

G ‹ G H 11 G H H G Hr …

G H H G Hr … G H H Ü G H{ …

ÞH H ÚH H H H G … Hr
19

G ‹ G ‹
¢

Gê ‹ H … Ü H{
Ü H H G ÜH ÜG ‹

G ‹ Hù H H{ … … H{ H ‹ H{
27

G Hr …

G H H G Hr … G H H ÜG H{ …

G H H ÜG Hr … H H H
35

G ‹

Ü G ‹ Ü G ‹ † Ü”H H H H
¬

† ” ÜH H H H

† ”H H ÜH H ÞG H H † G Ü G ‹
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Baritone

HêŒ G Ü G H{ …°
† G ÜG ‹

H H{ … † G ‹
¡

Hr … † †
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1st Trumpet † † † ‹
ABSENT FRIENDS

8

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS3

… Hr H H HŒ¡
11

… Hr H H H H … Hr H H HŒ … Ü H
r H H H H

… H{ H H H
Œ … Hr H H H HÞ G ‹ Hr … † †

‡ ‹
19

G ‹¢ H HŒ H G ÜHŒ

† H H Ü H H ÜG ‹ G ‹ G Hr …

8
27

… Hr H H H H¢
35

H ‹ HŒr HŒ … H{ ÜH H H
H

G ‹ † G † G † Ü G

Gê Hr … † G G ÚH H G ‹°

G ‹
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HŒ † †
ú Tempo

3 † HŒ H
Œ

¢
G HŒ H Hr … †

°
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2nd Trumpet † † † ‹
ABSENT FRIENDS

8

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS3

… Hr H H HŒ¡
11

… Hr H H H H … Hr H H HŒ … Ü H
r H H H H

… H{ H H H
Œ … Hr H H H HÞ G ‹ Hr … … HŒr HŒ HŒ

lead

¢
G HŒ

19

G ‹ not lead H HŒ Ü HŒ HŒ Ü G

† H H Ü H H ÜG ‹ G ‹ G Hr …

8
27

… Hr H H H H¢
35

H ‹ HŒr HŒ … H{ ÜH H H
H

ÚH H H † G † G † Ü G

Gê Hr … † G G ÚH H G ‹°

ÚG ‹
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3rd Trumpet † † † ‹
ABSENT FRIENDS

8

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS3

… Hr H H HŒ¡
11

… Hr H H H H … Hr H H HŒ … Ü H
r H H H H

… H{ H H H
Œ … Hr H H H HÞ G ‹ Hr … † †

‡ ‹
19

G ‹¢ H HŒ H G ÜHŒ

† H H Ü H H ÜG H G ‹ H H H Hr …

8
27

… Hr H H H H¢
35

H ‹ HŒr HŒ … H{ ÜH H H H

G ‹ † Ü ”H H H H †
”
ÜH H H H †

”
H H ÜH H

G H HÞ † G G H H Ü H H ‹ H H°

G ‹
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¢
G HŒ H Hr … †

°
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4th Trumpet † † † ‹
ABSENT FRIENDS

8

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS3

… Hr H H HŒ¡
11

… Hr H H H H … Hr H H HŒ … Ü H
r H H H H

… H{ H H H
Œ … Hr H H H HÞ G ‹ Hr … … HŒr HŒ HŒ¢

G H
19

G ‹ H HŒ Ü HŒ Ü HŒ ÜG

† H H Ü H H ÜG H G ‹ Ü G Hr …

8
27

… Hr H H H H¢
35

H ‹ HŒr HŒ … H{ ÜH H H H

ÜG ‹ † Ü ”H H H H †
”
ÜH H H H †

”
H H ÜH H

G H HÞ † G G H H Ü H H ‹ H H°

G ‹
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1st Trombone

† † …
H Hunis

¢

ABSENT FRIENDS

G H H3 G ÞH H
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

G ‹ HŒ †
H H G H H11 G ÞH H

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

G ‹ G † Ü G ‹
¢

19 Ü HŒ ÞHŒ H H

G ‹ G H{ …
unis

† G ÞG HŒ

G ‹ H{ … †
H H
¢

G H H27 G ÞH H

G H H G H H G HŒ G HŒ

G ‹ H … H{
H H

¬
G HŒ35 G H H

G HŒ G ÜH H G ‹ G ‹

G ‹ † HŒ H
Œ G HŒ H ‹ Ü HŒ{ H

Œ
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1st Trombone

Hê G H ÜHŒ Ü HŒ
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G ‹ H Ü HŒ Ü HŒ

H ‹ Ü H
{ H

G ‹ H{ … † †
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3rd Trombone

† † …
H H unis

¢

ABSENT FRIENDS

G H H3 G ÞH H
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

G ‹ HŒ †
H H G H H11 G ÞH H

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

G ‹ G † G ‹div

¢

19

G ‹

Ü G ‹ G H{ …
unis

† G G ‹

G ‹ H{ … †
H H
¢

G H H27 G ÞH H

G H H G H H G HŒ G HŒ

G ‹ H … H{
H H

¬
G HŒ35 G H H

G HŒ G ÜH H G ‹ G ‹

G ‹ † HŒ H
Œ G HŒ H ‹ Ü HŒ{ H

Œ
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3rd Trombone
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H ‹ Ü H
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Bass Trombone † † † ‹
ABSENT FRIENDS

11
8

3 8

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

G ‹¢
19

Ü G ‹ Ü G ‹ ÞG Hr
…

† G G ‹ G ‹ G Hr
…

8

27

G ‹¬

35

G ‹ Ü G ‹ Ü G ‹

… Hr G … ÞHr G … Hr GÜ G Hr …

† Ü G G ‹ G ‹
°
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G ‹
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Bass † † † …
ABSENT FRIENDS

… H{
H ‹ H{¡

3 … Hr H ‹ Hr
Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

… Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ H{ … Ü H{
Ü H ‹ H{

… H{ H ‹ H{ H{ H H{ H HÞ Þ … H{
H ‹ H{

11

… Hr H ‹ Hr

… Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ H{ … Ü H{
Ü H ‹ H{

… H{ H ‹ H{ G H H G¢
19 Ü H H ‹ H{

H G ÞH ÞH ‹ H{ H H H G H

G H H G … H{
H ‹ H{

27 … Hr H ‹ Hr

… Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ Hr … Hr H ‹ H{ … Ü H{
Ü H ‹ H{

… Hr H ‹ Hr … ÞHr ÞH ‹ Hr H GÜ Ü
35

H GÞ

Ü G ‹ Ü G ‹ Hr H ‹ H H ÞHrÞH ‹ H H
H{ H ‹ H

HÜ Ü G H Ü H H Ü H ‹ H{ H
H H ‹ Hr
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H ‹ H{ ÞH H
H H †
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Bass

Hë ÚG ÞG Hr …
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† G¢Ü G H

H H{ … † G ‹¡ Hr … † †
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Drums H H H Hr
ABSENT FRIENDS

J H H… H{ G¡
3 H H H… H{ G

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

Hê H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

H H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

Hê H H… H{ † … H{
H H H… H H{ H H

J H H… H{ G¡

11

H H H… H{ G

Hê H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

H H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

Hê H H… H{ † … H{
H H H‡ H J H HH G

19

H H HH H ‹ H{
Hê H HH G H H HH H ‹ H{

H H HH H H
¢

H H HG H

Hê H HG H H H HH G J H H… H{ G¢
27 H H H… H{ G

Hê H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

H H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

Hê H H… H{ G
H H H… H{ G

J H HH G
35

H H HH G

Hê H HG ‹ H H HG ‹ H H HH{ H ‹ … H{
H H HH{ H ‹ … H{

Hê H HH{ H ‹ … H{
H H HG H H H HH H ‹ H{

H H HH H ‹ H{
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Drums

Hê H H† H † H H HH † †°
H H H† H † H H H† † H

H H HH † † ÖG ‹ ‡ ‹¡
Hr … † †‡ ‹ 
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add other saxes

Alto 2/Ten 1
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 Leadsheet H H H H ÞH H H
ABSENT FRIENDS

3 etc

Straight 8s
Paul Busby

PRS

† † …
H HTbns 1 2 3 unis

¢
G H H G ÞH H

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

… Hr H H HŒ
Tpts unis11 … Hr H H H H

G ‹ HŒ †
H H G H H G ÞH H

… Hr H H HŒ … Ü H
r H H H H … Hr H H HŒ … Hr H H H H

G H H G H HÜ G H H G HŒ

G ‹ Hr … … Hr H H
Tpts 2&4

G HŒ
19

G ‹
G ‹ G †

¢
: Ü G ‹ † ‹ Hr H H¢

Altos lead

Hê HŒ ÜHŒ HŒ ÜG † H H Ü H H Ü G ‹

G H H ‹ H
rÜ ÜH H

Tenors lead

G ÜH Ü G H
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Altos 27

Saxes in 8s

Absent Friends p.2
Leadsheet

G ‹ Hr … †
H HTbns

= ¢
G H H G ÞH H

G H H G H H G HŒ G HŒ

… Hr H H H H¢
Tpts35

H ‹ Hr H
G ‹ H … H{ H

H
¬

G HŒ G H H

… H{ ÜH H H
H G ‹ † Þ” ÜH H ”H H

Tpts 3,4&Ten2, Bar 8vb

† ” ÜH H ”H H
G HŒ G ÜH H G ‹ G ‹

†
”H H ” ÜH H ÞG H H † G G ÞH H
G ‹ † HŒ HŒ G HŒ H ‹ Ü HŒ{ HŒ
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H H H H ÞH H
Sxs

H † †
Tempo on beat 2

G ÞH
Absent Friends p.3

Leadsheet

H ‹ HŒ{ HŒ
°

G ‹ H † H HH H †
ú G H

Hê ÚG ÚG Hr … † H HTpts
Bass

G H
Hê G H ÜHŒ Ü HŒ

°
G ‹ H Ü HŒ Ü HŒ

H Hr … † G ‹
Bar, Bass Tbn

Hr … † †
H ‹ Ü H{ H G ‹ H{ … † †

 


