THE ROYAL ESCAPE

This depicts events relating to Charles 11. He attempted to regain the throne
of England from Oliver Cromwell's rule. The opening few bars is like a
fanfare to suggest royalty. This degenerates after bar 7 to depict the Battle of
Worcester of 1651 in which Charles' army (mainly Scots) was routed by
Cromwell's.

Charles fled the battle field and survived by disguising himself, hiding in an
oak tree, passing himself off as an old woman and various other adventures
he ended up in Shoreham, a town just to the west of Brighton. Here he was
taken on board the coal freighter, the Surprise, under a certain Captain
Tettershall and taken to France. The ship was later renamed The Royal
Escape.

The royal theme in the first few bars is therefore appropriately disguised after
the battle scene and re-emerges in 5/4 time. The rest of it is up to people's
imagination.

The line-up is for Flute, 2 Altos, Soprano and Tenor, 4 Trumpets, 4
Trombones including Bass Trombone and rhythm Section.

If desired, the phrasing of bars 1, 3 etc of the tune in bars 23 and 197 can
be altered so that the second note is played stacatto instead of legato as
written.

The 3rd Trombone solo (you can swap it for another trombone player if you
want)

should be quite vigorous. In the duo part, there is no need to worry about
keeping in 5/4 as the drums will state that and there are no other instruments
playing to keep it strictly in 5. But the drums must do that. Percussion
instruments can be used at this point, particularly to emphasise the first beat
of each bar.

The ensemble backing when it comes in has to be very tight. It might help if
someone (musical director or otherwise) conducts at this point.

Finally, do watch the dynamics.
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